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matters about which he knew nothing; and gained himself an uncomfortable life and a ridiculous memory.
Astronomy made plain; or only way the true perpendicular distance of the Sun, Moon, or Stars, from this earth, can be obtained. By Wm. Wood.11 Chatham, 1819, I2mo.
If this theory be true, it will follow, of course, that this earth is the only one God made, and that It does not whirl round the sun, but vice versa, the sun round it.
WHATELY'S FAMOUS PARADOX.
Historic doubts relative to Napoleon Buonaparte.   London, 1819, 8vo.
This tract has since been acknowledged by Archbishop Whately1 and reprinted. It is certainly a paradox: but differs from most of those in my list as being a joke, and a satire upon the reasoning of those who cannot receive narrative, no matter what the evidence, which is to them utterly improbable a priori. But had it been serious earnest, it would not have been so absurd as many of those which I have brought forward. The next on the list is not a joke.
The idea of the satire is not new. Dr. King,2 in the dispute on the genuineness of Phalaris, proved with humor that Bentley did not write his own dissertation. An attempt has lately been made, for the honor of Moses, to prove,
11 He was a resident of Chatham, and seems to have published no other works.
^Richard Whately (1787-1863) was, as a child, a calculating prodigy (see note 3, page 86), but lost the power as is usually the case with well-balanced minds. He was a fellow of Oriel College, Oxford, and in 1825 became principal of St. Alban Hall. He was a friend of Newman, Keble, and others who were interested in the religious questions of the day. He became archbishop of Dublin in 1831. He was for a long time known to students through his Logic (1826) and Rhetoric (1828).
2 William King, D.C.L. (1663-1712), student at Christ Church, Oxford, and celebrated as a wit and scholar. His Dialogues of the Dead (1699) is a satirical attack on Bentley.